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PhILI PIA NS i. 23. 


For Tam ina ſtrait betwixt two, 
A having a defire to depart, and 10 
be with Chriſt ; which is far bet. 


Je. 


T was a very uncommon ſort of 
1 & ſtrait, which, as we learn from my 
MM text, St. Paul was in, when he 
wrote this epiſtle ; it was, whether he 
ſhould live or die: a matter which moſt 
perſons would have readily determined, 
without any difficulty at all. Life is ſweet, 
and there are few but deſire to live as long 
as ever they can, and indeed longer than 
God will permit. But St. Paul had uncom- 
mon hopes of a future and better life; or at 
leaft he had uncommon affurance of it: He 
certainly knew, that 7 die would be his 
gain, and that when he departed from hence, 
he ſhould go where Chriſt is, and live moſt 
happily with him; and this he knew W 
= B 2 
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be far better, than any ſtate of continuance 
in this lower world. We wonder then, it 
| may be, that he ſhould have any difficulty 
on the other hand ; that he did not entirely 
give up the love of life, and roundly deter · 
mine on the fide of dying. But Paul had al- 
| ſo a mighty zeal for the intereſt of Chriſt in 
this world, and he had a very compaſſionate 
concern for the ſouls of men. He had al- 
ready been inſtrumental in ſaving many thou- 
ſands ; and if be might be further uſeful this 
way, he could be content to. ſtay, and to 
| have his own conſummate happineſs delayed 
longer. He apprehended, that for him 70 
| abide in the fleſh, might be needful for the 
| good of many ſouls. This therefore put 
him in a ſtrait, betwixt his deſire of being 
with Chriſt in heaven, on the one hand; 
and his zeal for the intereſt of Chriſt in this 
world, and his concern for preciaus ſouls, 
on the other. But however, Paul was not 
maſter of his own life. It was not for him 
to go to heaven when he pleaſed, nor to ſtay 
here as long as he pleaſed: This God muſt 
determine, and not he. And it ſeems, God 
had let him know, that he had determined 
for his longer ſtay in this world; and with 
that Paul was well ſatisfied. I know I ſhall 
| abide and continue with you all, ſaith he, ver. 
ix 25. Nay he was better pleaſed, that God 
4 ſhould chooſe and determine for him, than 
that he ſhould leave him to chooſe far . 
cl er; 
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ſelf: For he ſhould not know which to 
chooſe, It would have put him to a great 
ſtrait. Tam in à flrait betwixt two, having 
a defire to depart, and to be with Giri, which 


is far better. 
Here we ſhall kin) 


pin In * view st. Paul nia bis 


death, viz. as his 1 bee hence. 
hiked, of: his 


-2d \þ defire to depart. 

II. What views and hopes 

- | "tate after death. 4nd tobe with Cri 

©... which is far better. 5 

III. His rait and difficulty, which 0 
chooſe and prefer; whether to ſtay longer 


5 here, or - wor to we, and go W 
Chriſt. ö 72 1 


85 1. We chene, eee St. Paul 
chafdated bis death, vi. as bis departure from | 
Pence.” He did not, 

1. At all fear tbe boſs and ie 
bis being, by death; For he was fully perſwa- 
ded, that God had made him an immortal 
creature, and that the ſpirit of life which he 
bad breathed into him, ſhould never die. 
The immortality of the ſoul is a truth, which, 
even without revelation, the Heathens gene- 
rally gueſſed at and believed; much more 
did St. Paul, now kfe and immortality were 
brought into a much clearer and ſtronger 
e by the Goſpel, than ever they * — 

Ore. 
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before. Therefore he did not apprehend, 
that death would put an end to his being; 
but he only conſidered it, as a Br 
from hence. Nor, 

2. Did be believe that his ſoul would fleep 
in death, along with ibis body, until the re- 
farreftion of the laſt day : which is an abſurd 
notion, that ſome have taken up and con- 
tend for. But it is certain from our text, as 
well as from ſeveral others, that St. Paul be- 
leved no ſuch thing. For he calls his death 
his departure; which muſt imply, that while 
his body flept here in the duſt of the earth, 
his ſoul ſhould be ſeparated: from it, and be 
ſomewhere elſe; otherwiſe, if his ſoul con- 
tinued ſleeping here with the body, death 
could in no good ſenſe be called his depar- 
ture: Beſides, he reckoned upon being with 
Cbriſt, when his body was dead; I defire 10 
. depart, and to be. with Chriſt. | Now he cer- 
tainly meant it of being with him, not only 
after the reſutrection, bat before for other- 
wiſe he could have been in no rait about 
the matter, whether he ſhould: with to die, 
or to live longer; for without all doubt, it was 
much better to live, and to ſerve God and 
his church, as he did at preſent; than to 
die, and lie in a ſtate of ſtupid and ſenſeleſs 
activity. Such a life of uſefulneſs, and of 
communion:with Chriſt as St. Paul then li- 
ved was certainly better, than ſuch a fleep 
_— graves: as:fome would have us a 

at 
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that the ſoul takes along with the body. 
Some communion with Chriſt muſt needs 
be better, than no communion with him at 
all. Therefore 1 ſay, if he had expected, 
2 his ſoul ſhould ſleep along with ha bo- 

dy in death, he could have been in no ſtrait 
which to chooſe, to die or live longer. If 
St. Paul therefore had reaſon for his faith 
and hope; if this inſpired and chief of the 
Apoſtles, was right in his notion of the mat- 
ter, it is moſt certain, that ſouls do not ſleep 
with their bodies, betwixt death and the 
reſurrection, but live and are awake all the 
time; and are either very happy or very 
miſerable, in another inviſible world. Was 
there need to call in any further evidence 
to this truth; one might allege ſeveral other 
texts of ſcripture. As that promiſe which 
Chriſt made to the penitent thief. Luke 
xxiii. 43. This day, thou ſhalt be with 
me in paradiſe. i. e. Thy ſoul, ſhall be 
with my ſoul, in the paradiſe of God: not 
ſleeping with thy body in the grave. Again, 


our Saviour's parable of the rich man and La- 


arus, teaches the ſame doctrine. Luke 
xvi. 22, 23. Where both their ſouls, that 
of the rich ſinner, and that of the poor ſaint. 
are repreſented as being alive, awake, and 
very ſenſible, while their bodies were dead; 
one in great miſery and torment, the other 
in great comfort and happineſs. Though 
01 is indeed but a parable, and not meant 

| for 
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for true hiſtory ; yet certainly Chriſt meant 
to teach us true doctrine by it. Now it is 
the chief doctrine of this parable, that the 
ſouls, both of good and bad men, are till 
alive; and are very ſenſible either of happi- 
neſs or miſery, while their; bodies are dead, 
It is faid there of good Lazarus, that 
when he died, be was carried by the Angels 
into Abrabam's boſom, and there he was com- 
forted; and of the rich man it is ſaid, that 
after he was dead and buried, he was in 
bell, i. e. his ſoul was in hell, and there he 
was grievouſly tormented. Sure all this was 
never meant, to deſcribe a ſtate of ſleep only, 
of ſtupid inactive inſenſibility. I will men- 
tion but one ſcripture evidence more of 
this truth, which is, 2 Cor. v. 6. Therefore, 
faith the Apoſtle, we are always confident, 
knowing that while we are at home in the 
body, we are abſent from the Lord. And it 
follows, ver. 8. We are confident, I ſay, and 
willing rather to be abſent from the body, and 
to be preſent with the Lord. Where 10 be 
preſent with the Lord, as the Apoſtle ſays that 
good people are after death, undoubtedly 
means much more, than for the ſoul to be 
aſleep and inſenſible of any thing. Nay, he 
plainly aſſerts, that the ſoul doth not ſleep 
with the dead body, but is abſent from it. 
i When it is preſent with the Lord, it is ab- 
il ent from the body. One might argue the 
| ö ſame point from many other conſiderations, 
4 2054 and 
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and from many other texts of ſcripture : but 
I preſume there is no occaſion for it. It is 

lain enough already that St, Pau did not 

lieve that his ſoul ſhould fleep in death a- 
Jong with his body until the reſurrection. 

ut, 
3. He confidered death only as bis depat- 
ture from this preſent ſtate and world to and» 
ther. I defire to depart, faith he. Or o- 
therwiſe the original word (a) may ſignify ts 


return; and ſo it is rendered in our bible, 


Luke xii. 36. Be hke unto men, who wait 
for their Lord, when be ſhall return from the 
wedding. The word therefore, as it is thus 
difterently uſed and rendered, gives us this 
twofold notion of death, {1.) It is our de- 


parture from bence. (2,) It is the ſoul's re- 


turning to God. 

I.) Death is our departure from hence, 
The time of my departure is at band, faith 
the ſame Apoſtle, 2 Tim. iv, 6. ob ſpeaks 
much the ſame language, and the ſame ſenſe, 
in Chap. xvi. 22. When a few years are come, 
then 1 ſhall go the way, whence I ſhall not re- 
turn: and the next verſe deſcribes: the way 
that he meant, viz, the way of death. My 
breath is corrupt, my days are extinct, the 


graves are ready for me. This is the way of 


all the earth, as Joſhua calls it, Joſh. xxiii. 
15. Behold, this day I am going the way of 
all the earth, i. e. to the grave, It is a way 

| C from 
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from whence there is no return; no ſteps 
backward, but all forward. Not but that 
Job expected a return to this earth again, at 
the general reſurrection, at the laſt day; of 
which he profeſſeth his faith, Chap. xix. 2 5. 
I know that my redeemer liveth, and that 

Shall fland at the latter day upon the earth; 
and though after my ſkin worms deſtroy this 
body, yet in my fleſh ſhall T ſee God. And 
that 1s perhaps the change which he meant, 
and which he hoped for, Chap. xiv. 14. All 
the days of my appointed time will J wait, 
till my change come. For in the verſe next 
before that he ſpeaks of his lying in the grave, 
and begs that God would at the ſet ttme re- 
member him and recall him out of it ; and then 
puts this queſtion, Fa man die, ſhall be live 


again? To which he replies, All the days of | 


my appointed time will I wait, till my change 
come, i. e. at the ſet time, when God will 
remember him, and revive his body out of 
the duſt of the earth. If a man die ſhall 
« he live again? Yes, he ſhall at the ſet time 
« return from the grave, and live again; 
** though quite another ſort of life, than 
e that which he lives now: therefore I will 
ce wait for, and comfort myſelf with the 
e hope of that glorious change, when the 
ce corruption of the grave ſhall be exchanged 
&« for an immortal life; my fleſh ſhall reſt 
* in hope, and my foul ſhall wait in com- 
* fort in it's ſeparate ſtate, for the happy 

| re- 
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* return to its body, and to this world a- 
te gain.” Yet in other views, death may be 
conſidered as a final departure from hence; 
a way from whence there is no return to the 
preſent manner of living, or to any of the bu- 
ſineſſes, cares, or enjoyments of this life. 
We take our laſt leave of all theſe when we 
die, there is no work or deviſe of that ſort 
in the grave, or in the inviſible world of 
ſpirits, to which the ſoul removes at death. 
Then all worldly wiſdom periſheth, and all 
knowledge of worldly matters is quite laid 
aſide. There is no exerciſe, and no uſe of 
it in the world to come. At death we alſo 
depart from our relations and friends and 
acquaintance in this world. The cigſe ties 
of human relation can hold, but © until 
e death doth them part.” Then the godly 
man d from his carnal relatives, never 
to meet with them any more; and though 
he to meet his pious relations again 
in a better world, yet not as bis relations, 
but only as the relations , Cbriſt: all hu- 
man relation is quite diſſolved at death. 
The ſinner departs, and is hurried away from 
all means of grace and ſalvation, and then he 
parts with al his vain hopes, and ſinks into 
— and everlaſting Jeſpatr, The true chri- 
ſtian departs from the houſe and ordinances 
of God below, to go to a better ſanctuary, 
and to a much nearer converſe with, and 
enjoyment of God, in the world above. 
C 2 Well, 
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Well, chus death is our departure ; in that 
view St. Paul conſidered it. 

(2.) It is the return of the ſoul io God, 
For ſo the Greek word in my text alſo figni+ 
fies, It might be rendered, I deſire 0 re- 
turn. For at death, the daft ſhall return to 
the earth. as it was, and the ſpirit fhall re- 
turn to God who gave it. Eceleſ. xii. 7. Man 
19 3 compound creature, he hath a body made 
of earth, and a fpirit or ſoul which is near 
akin to the ſpirits in heaven: But death re- 
ſolves him into his firſt iples; it parts 
the body and foul aſunder; it returns the bo- 
dy to its mother earth; Duff thou art, and 
umo duſt thou ſhalt retard, ſaid God to Adam, 
and that holds as true of all Adams off- 
ſpring : For the body; ſoon after death, be- 
comes common earth again. And as for the 
ſoul, that returns to God who gave it; either 
now to live for ever in his more immediate 
bliſsful preſence; or to be utterly baniſhed 
from him, — doomed, by his righteous 
judgment, to everlaſting anus, to ba 
lodged either with ſpirits in priſon, a diſmal 

and ſtate and company, or with the 
fptrits in paradiſe until the reſurrection day, 
when it ſhall-be returned to its body agai 
_ and its happineſs, or its miſery, thall be fully 
complcated. Thus we have ſeen, in what 
view St. Paul conſidered his approaching 
death; pig. as his departure from heuer, 


— ——___ ‚ =, é -w _———P—_— oC 
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and as the return of his body to the earth, 
and his ſoul to God. Let us now ſee, 

II. What vieus and hopes he bad, of bis 
ale after death; and that was, that he ſhould 
be with Chriſt, I defire to depart, and to be 
with Chrift, which is far better. Better, i. e. 
than any ſtate of continuance in this world; 
not only than the ſtate of the moſt proſper- 
ous finner, but alſo than the tate, of the 
moſt holy and joyful faint : for the higheſt 
degree of holineſs and comfort that any of 
the ſaints attain to in this wotld, is far ſhort 


of heaven, and of what they ſhall attain to 


and enjoy in the everlaſting kingdom of their 


Lord, and Saviour, Jeſus Chriſt. To be 
with Chriſt, doth in a manner ſum up the 
h 


appineſs of the heavenly Rate. So Chriſt 
himſelf ſums it up in his prayer for his diſ- 
ciples, John. xvii. 24. Father I will, © that 
they. alſs whom 'thou haſt: given me, be with 
me where I am, that they may behold my glory, 
There was no need to aſk any thing mote 
for them; for to be with Chriſt, where he 
is, and to behold his Glory, includes in it all 
the happineſs that holy fouls © can with for, 
or deſire. So alſo the Apoſtle Paul ſums 
the happineſs of the celeſtial ſtate, whe 
he would animate, and encourage his fellow 
ſaints with the hope and proſpect of it, 
1 Theft. iv. 17. He ſaith only this one 
thing, They fall be for ever with the Lord; 
meaning, the Lord Chriſt, Now * 
iel Claule 
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clauſe of my text, I defire to be with Cbriſi, 
which is far better, we may obſerve, 

1. What an ardent love this Apoſtle bore to 
Chriſt. For as it is natural to deſire the 
company of thoſe we love, ſo to deſire any 
one's company, is a ſign that we love him. 
Now St. Paul defired to depart and to be with 
Chriſt, which ſhews how much he loved 
him. He could think of nothing happier or 
better in heaven itſelf, than to enjoy the 
preſence of Chriſt there. Upon this his 
2 fixed, to this his deſires pointed, a- 
bove every other article of celeſtial bleſſed- 
neſs. And ſuch was his love to Chriſt, 
that the deſire and hope of being with 
him, of being nearer to his preſence than 
he could be here, out-weighed, his natu- 
ral fear of death. He accounted of the part- 
ing. Sonics and | pains of death, and what- 
ever elſe is ſhocking to nature in the mortal 
diſſolution, but as little matters in compa- 
riſon with the pleaſure which he expected 
from the. preſence of Chriſt in heaven. His 
love to Chriſt bore him up above the natural 
fear of death: and I know of no other re- 
medy of that fear, ſo powerful and ſo effec- 


tual as this is. Did ve but love Chriſt, as 
St. Paul did, we ſhould not be ſo back- 


ward and loth to leave this world, and to 


go where Jeſus is, as we too commonly 


Death would not ſo much affright us 
pa our Saviour's . did we but lov 
im 
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hitn more fervently, Thus the Apoſtle's 
love to Chriſt may be inferred, from his de- 
ſire to be with him. 

2. Let us obſerve, what expectation he 
had from Chriſt, after he was departed from 
hence, He expected, and hoped to be with 
him. This was the ſum of that future hap- 
pineſs, which he hoped for. The plaineſt 
account of the future happineſs of the ſaints, 
that I know of, any where in ſcripture, is 
that in the 7 John iii. 2. where it is faid 
to conſiſt, in their being like Cbriſt, and 
their ſeeing him as be is. It doth not yet ap- 

ar what we ſhall be; but we 3 that 
when he ſhall appear, we ſhall be li ke him, 
for we ſhall ſee him as he is. Moſt of the 
other accounts of heaven, and of the happi- 
neſs of the ſaints there, are wrapt up in meta- 
phors and fimilitudes taken from earthly 
things, as thrones, crowns, kingdoms and 
the like. But this account is plain, without 
any metaphor at all. So far therefore as we 
can learn, what the glory of Chriſt in hea- 
ven is; we may know of what ſort, our 
own future glory ſhall be. For if we are 
the friends of Chriſt, we ſhall be made like, 
him. And fo far as we can conceive the 

leaſure there will be, in ſeeing Chriſt, and 
— with him; we can conceive of the 
pleaſure of heaven. For it 2 conſiſts 
in this, we ſhall ſee bim as be is, Let us 
0 | enquire 
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enquire then a little more into the particu- 
lars of this happineſs. 

(1.) IJ expect no little pleaſure, from ſeeing 
Chrift in bis heavenly glory. He prayed that 
his diſciples might be thus entertained, in 
that text which I quoted before. John xvii. 
24. That they may be with me J am, 
to behold my glory. And no doubt but that 
will be a moſt pleaſurable fight. As fight 
js reckoned the nobleſt of the ſenſes, fo the 
glory of Chriſt in heaven is the nobleſt object 
our eyes can ſee. When three of Chriſt's 
diſciples ſaw but a little glimpſe of that glo- 
ry, at his transfiguration, they were ſo charm- 
ed with the fight, that it made the place 
ſeem as a paradiſe. They would fain have 
ſtayed there always, and were loth to go 
down from the mountain, to converſe with 
the world any more. Lord, ſay they, it 7s 
good for us to be here; here let us build ta- 
bernacles, and take up our abode. No doubt 
but there are many charming ſights in hea- 
yen; but the glory of Chriſt excels all, 
And on many accounts, muſt the fight of 
his glory be peculiarly entertaining to thoſe, 
whom he hath redeemed from among men, 
more than to the angels ; as, that in Chriſt 
they behold their own nature dignified and 
glorified, above and beyond the angelic na- 
ture. It is the glory of their friend, their 
Saviour; a glory which he dearly earned by 
his labours, and ſufferings for their ſalvati- 


On. : 
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on. And in bis glory, the ſeparate holy 
ſouls behold a pattern and pledge of the 
glory and honour which themſelves ſhall be 
advanced to; for Chriſt hath promiſed, that 
when he ſhall raiſe up their bodies from 
death and the grave, he will /a/bion them 
like unto his own glorious body (a). How 
_ pleaſurable muſt ſuch a hope be, and how 

charming therefore the fight of their glori- 
fied Redeemer ! thus the very fight of Chriſt 
is, no doubt, one part of the entertainment 
of the bleſſed above. As when Thomas 
thruſt his fingers into the wounds of his ri- 
ſen Saviour, he cried out with a warm af- 
fection, and joyful ſurpirze, my Lord, and 
my God; ſo when the chriſtian ſhall come 
to heaven, and ſee Jeſus there, in all the 
glory of his exalted ſtate; with what affec- 
tion, and with what tranſport of joy will he 
cry out? © That is my Lord and Saviour; 
« that is he who died for me on the croſs, 
« and hath redeemed me unto God with his 
t own blood.” If the eaſtern wiſe men 
came from far to ſee the infant Jeſus, and 
thought the toil of their long journey well 
repaid, by the fight of him in his poor mo- 
ther's arms; if ſuch as ſee not Chriſt now, 
yet believing in him, can ſometimes rejoice 
with joy unſpeakable and full of glory ; as St. 
Peter writes 1 Pet. i. 8. With what love and 
what joy, muſt we ſuppoſe, the actual fight 
1 D 5 of 
(@) Phil. wi. 21. 
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of Chriſt in heaven will fill the ſouls of his 
ſaints? But then further, 

(2.) To ſee Chriſt, and to be with bim, 
implies a more perfect knowledge of him, and 
of the myſteries of his nature and grace and 
ke. I do not ſuppoſe the pleaſure of be- 
ing with Chriſt, will conſiſt merely in ga- 
zing on the glory of his perſon; but to 
fee him, and to be with him, means alſo, 
to know bim much better, than we did 
or could know him, while we were at ſuch 
a diſtance from him, as we are here. To 
ſee, doth often in ſcripture fignify to know; 
as when the Pſalmiſt ſays, 7e and fee 
that the Lord is good (a). And when the 
mourning ' prophet complains, I am the man 
that have ſeen affiifiion (b). i. e. J have 
known it, and felt it. So, to fee Chriſt in 
heaven, 1s to know him, to underſtand the 
glorious myſteries of his perſon, and of his 
grace, to much greater perfection, than ever 
we have done before. There his ſaints ſhall 
ſee the zncarnate God, and with holy won- 
der adore the ineffable myſtery of the union 
of two ſuch diſtant natures in the perſon of 
their Redeemer. There they will ſee him 
as the lamb that had been ſlain, and will 
be led much further, than ever before, into 

the knowledge of the myſtery of their re- 
demption by his death. Thus the ſaints in 
heaven are repreſented as contemplating and 

ador- 

(64) Pſalm xxxiv. 8. (5) Lam, ii. 1. 
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adoring the wonders of their redeemerꝭs death, 
and their redemption by it. Rev. v. 9, 10. 
They ſung a new. ſong, ſaying, thou art wore 
thy to take the boob, and to open the feals 
thereof; for thiu uaſt ſlain, and haſt re- 
dee med us to God by thy blood; and haſt made 
us unio our God Rings and priefis. Again, 
(.) To be with' Chriſt, implies converſe 
and ' communion with. bim. What do we 
mean by being with a friend? not merely 
that we were in the ſame place, in the ſame 
room where he was; but that we converſed 
with him. So to be with Chriſt, is to con- 
verſe with him. And how highly enter- 
taining will ſuch converſe be! If al/ the 

le wondered at the gracious words which 
proceeded out of bis mouth, in the days of 
his humiliation ; as we read, Luke iv. 22. 
And if ſuch were the charms of his diſ- 
courſe, as, in a manner, to diſarm thoſe offi- 
cers whom the chief prieſts and phariſees 
ſent to take him, ſo that they could not per- 
ſuade themſelves to ſeize upon him, but re- 
turned and faid, never man ſpake like this 
man. John vii, 46, How muſt his friends 
in heaven be charmed and delighted, to 
hear his lovely voice? There and then will 
thoſe words of Jobn the Baptiſt be more 
than ever verified. John iii. 2g. The friend 
of the bridegroom which flandeth, and bear- 
eth him, rejoiceth greatly becauſe of the bride- 
groom's voice. Is there any pleaſure in con- 


| 4 = verſing 


———— — — — x ꝙ—— 69 ẽům7— ern a ———-———_—_ — f 


A FEmuneral Sermon 


verſing with our dear friends on earth? how 
much more pleaſure will it be to the ſaints, 
to converſe in heaven with their dear Savi- 
our! Is communion with Chriſt in his ordi- 
nances pleaſurable, as his friends certainly 
know it is? (What comfort! What joy! 
doth ſometimes fill the hearts of his diſci- 
ples when they fit at his table, and there 
view only the emblems and memorials of 
his wonderful love, which he expreſſed by 
his ſufferings for them? and when they hear 
his voice in his written word only, ſaying, 
This is my body broken for you. This is my 
blood fred. for you.) What notion can we 
form of the pleaſure and joy that muſt fill 
the ſouls of his ſaints, when they ſhall ſee 
their dear Redeemer, no longer as in 4 glaſs 
darkly, but face to face ; ; When they ſhall 
hear him ſpeaking to them, not in his vrit- 
ten word, but by his living voice. In his 
preſence thers is fulneſs of } Joy ? Again, once 
more, 

64. Jo be with Chriſt, Includes their being 
made like him. They ſhall be ike bim; for 
they ſhall ſee him as 2 16. It is a remark- | 
able expreſſion in our Lord's prayer to his 
father for his diſciples, in John xvii. 22. 
Me glory which thou gaveſt me, ] have ow 
upto them.” And elſewhere he hath pro 
miſed, They ſhall enter into the joy of ben 
ans ( a). 3 is indeed a threefold glory 


* 


(a Match XXV, 21, 23. 
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of Chriſt, in reſpect to one only of which 
his ſaints can be made like him. There 
is his eſſential glory as God, which no crea- 
ture, neither man nor angels, can ſhare with 
him. There is his mediatorial glory, which 
reſults from his meritorious obedience and 
ſufferings for his father's honour, and for 
his people's ſalvation, Worthy is the Lamb 
that was flain- to receive power, and riches, 
and wiſdom, and ſtrengtb, and honour, and 
glory, and bleſſing. Rev. v. 12. We ſee Je- 
Jus for the ſufferings of death, crowned with 

and honour. Heb. ii. 9g. But neither in 
that glory hath he any partner : As he had 
no companion in the work, it is not fit that 
any ſhould. ſhare with him in the honour 
of the reward. The glory then which Chriſt 
will give to his diſciples, and in which they 
ſhall be made like him, muſt conſiſt mere- 
ly in the glorious perfection and excellency 
of his human nature. They ſhall be like 
him in his immortality. Chriſt being raiſed 
from the dead dieth no more, death hath no 
more dominion over him (b), No more ſhall 
Jt have over them. When once they are got 
through the gates of death, and when their 
bodies ſhall: be reſtored to life again, they 
ſhall be as immortal as the Son of God him- 
ſelf. Diſeaſes and death will be neither felt, 
nor feared by them any more. They ſhall 
be like him in the purity of his nature. He 
( b) Rom. vi. 9. 
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is holy and undefiled (c), and ſo ſhall they be; 

He is a Lamb without blemiſb, and without 

fat (d), and ſo will he preſent the whole 

church of his ſaints, @ glorious church, - not 
having ſpot, or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing 

e). They thall be like him, in ſome mea- 

ſure, in — glory of his majefty. To bin 

that overcometh will I grant, to fit with me 

an my throne, is his promiſe, Rev. iii. 2 1. 

But here both language and conceptions fail. 

Our notions of heavenly things are at pre- 

ſent but dark and i 2 rfect. I am not able 

to deſcribe to you, the glories of your ex- 

alted Saviour; and therefore, neither can I 

deſcribe the glories of his ſaints, When they 

ſhall be made like him. The Lord grant 
we may all Know, ore long, what it is, by 
our own happy experience. 

Thus we haye confidered-the views and 

hopes which St. Paul had of his ſtate after 

death, via. that he ſhould be with Chriſt, 

. Weare now, 

III. To conſider, the ftrait he aas in which 
fa chooſe, ſuppoſe Gad would. leave him to bis 
cum abc; zubether to die preſently, aud ge 

10 Chriſt, or to live lunger in ibis 100rld. I 

am in a firait betwixt two, having a defire 

10 depart and to be 491th Chriſt, That deſire 

pulled him, as we may ſay, one way. Ne- 

me. to . in in the 2 ad more — 

55 Heb. vii. 26. wy 

60 (e) Epheſ. v. E 170 of 


1 
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ful for you, That pulled him the other 
way; and betwixt both, it was hard to de- 
termine which was beſt to chooſe. St. 
Paul's ſtrait was not of a common ſort, not 
ſuch as many of the diſciples of Chriſt have 
been in, who had good hope, through grace, 
of a better ſtate after death ; and yet the 
natural love of life, and the natural fear of 
death, (which God hath for wiſe reaſons im- 

ted in our natures,) made them anwil- 
ing to die. Death itfelf, and for its own 
fake, is defirable to none, not even to St. 
Paul. Not for that wwe would be unchthed, 
ſays he, 2 Cor. v. 4. Nature abhors death 
as an enemy, that will rend aſunder the 
ſoul and the body, thoſe dear companions, 
which are loth to be parted. And beſides, 
the pains and agomes that fo commonly at- 


tend death, make it the more dreadful. -' 


Hence it is that ſome are in a ſtrait betwixt 
two, having a defire to be with Chriſt, 
and yet loth and afraid to die. But Pant ſeems 
to have been got aboye this natural fear of 
death: I am ready, ſays he, to be bound, and 
to die for the name of the Lord TFeſus (V. 
None of theſe things move me (g. It was 
nothing but love to Chrift, and to his cauſe, 
that put him to a ſtrait in this matter. It 
was his love to Chriſt that made him long 
to be with him, and it was his love to Chriſt 
that made him willing and deftrous to oy 

2 a ere 


Ads xxi. 13. (0 Acts xx. 24. 
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here longer, in order to promote and ſerve his 
cauſe and intereſt in this world. So that 
in this example of St. Paul we may ſee 
what is the beſt reaſon and end for which 
we ſhould deſire: to live, and what is the 
beſt reaſon and end for which we ſhould 
defire to die. 

1. The beſt reaſon and end for which we 

ald defere to live, is to ſerve the cauſe and 
intereſt of Chriſt in this world, For this end 
Paul was willing to abide ſtill in the fleſh, 
to bear his burden, and to ſuffer - perſecution 
as much longer as God ſhould pleaſe. This 
made him even reo:ce in his ſufferings (b), 
and he was in no hafte to get rid of them, 
becauſe the cauſe of Chriſt and his king- 
dom was ſerved by them. The things which 
have happened unto me, ſays he, meaning the 

rſecutions he endured, have fallen out ra- 
ther unto the furtherance of the goſpel. Phil. 
i. 12. And might Chriſt but be magnified 
in bis body, whether by life or by death; then 
life or death would be to him equally de- 
firable. For to me to live is Chriſt, and to die 
7s gain, ver. 20, 21. Death will put an 
« end to my labours and ſufferings, and 
« bring me where Jeſus is. How joyful 
« will that exchange be] But while I live. 
« here, I am ſerving the cauſe of my dear 
<«« Redeemer; I am promoting his intereſt, 


« and- his honour, in this world; I am. 
” bring - 


( Coloſ. i. 24. 
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ct bringing more ſubjects into his kingdom, 
40 and I am helping ſouls to heaven. This 


ts me in a ſtrait which to chooſe; 


ce et to defire z whether to live or die.” 

May we but be ſerving and honouring Chriſt 
while we live, and then our death will not 
be delayed too long: And may we but go 
to Chriſt when we die, and our death can 
never come too ſoon for our gain. O Sirs, 
let us ſet ourſelves to ſerve and to glorify 
Chriſt, While we live, let us live unto the 
Lord. It is the very beſt end we can live for. 
How willing ſhould we be to bear our bur- 
dens for him, and in obedience to his will, 


who bore ſo much more for us: This 


ſhould ſuppreſs all murmurings, and all im- 
patience at the troubles of this life. While 
Chriſt hath any thing more for us to do in 
this- world, while we have any opportunity 
of ſerving his cauſe, and adorning the doc- 
trine of God our Saviour, (and there are 
none of us but have ſome opportunities of 
that ſort,) we ſhould be thankful for life 
with all its burdens and troubles ; we ſhould 
repine at none of them. It matters not fo 
much whether we live in health or in ſick- 
neſs, in eaſe or in pain, in proſperity or in 
adverſity z as whether we live to Chriſt, and 
to his honour. And we ſhould always reck- 
on that, the beſt ſtate and condition of life 
for us, in which we have the beſt opportu- 
= for ſerving and honouring the Lord 

E Chriſt ; 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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Chriſt; and what that is, he knows, not 
we. This therefore ſhould. reconcile us to 
any ſtate and condition, that his providence 
allots to us in this world. Let it be our 
greateſt concern to ſerve and honour Chriſt 
in all conditions, ang leave it to him to ap- 
point us that condition, in which he knows 
we can ſerve aud honour him moſt. Thus 
we learn from St. Paul's example, and from 
his ſtrait, what is the beſt reaſon and end, 
for which we ſhould deſire to live. And 
allo, 32 | 

2. What is the beſt reaſon and end, for 
which we ſhould deſire to die; viz. that we 
may go to Chriſt, and be with him. I defire 
to depart, and to be with Chriſt, As ſome 
perſons ſinfully deſire life, ſo others finfully 
deſire death, as merely to get rid of the pains 
and troubles of this mortal life. It is often 


mentioned to the honour of our departed 


friends, and as an argument of their grace 
and goodneſs, that they were very willing to 
die, and it may be defirous of death ; but 
very poſſibly, that may rather be an argu- 
ment of their impatience and want of grace, 
and of due ſubmiſſion to the will of God. 
I] remember an obſervation, which I heard 
many years ago, from an aged phyſician of 
large practice, That but few people die un- 
willingly. Some buoy up themſelves with 
the hope of life, till they are dead. Others 
are, quite tired out with pain and ſickneſs, 

| and 
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and are glad of relief at any rate; if medi- 
cines will not do, then welcome death. There 
is but here and there one, who hath enter- 
tained any ſerious thoughts about his ſoul 
and eternity, and what is like to follow af- 
ter death. All that the moſt are concerned 
about, is preſent eaſe; and therefore if life 
is grown quite uncomfortable by ſickneſs, 
or any other affliction, then welcome death, 
which cures all: They wiſh for it, and de- 
fire it. But if this be our beſt reaſon for de- 
firing death, it is a ſinful defire ; for it is 
oppoſite to our duty of ſubmiſſion and obe- 
dience to the will of God. We ſhould be 
willing to wait God's time, and we ſhould 
learn in every flate therewith to be content (a). 
That is the right gracious frame of heart we 
ſhould pray for, and endeavour after. But 
an ardent lover of Chriſt cannot but de- 
fire, and may lawfully defire, in humble 
ſubmiſſion to his will, to depart from hence, 
and to be with him where he is. And 
when that is our view in defiring death, it 
is an argument, not of impatience, but of 
grace. And this it is, even the hope of being 
with Chriſt, that makes death truly defirable ; 
and therefore the beſt and moſt effectual re- 
medy againſt the fear of death is, to clear 
up our intereſt in Chriſt, and to get our 
hearts inflamed with love to him : that will 
ſtrip death of all its terrors, and turn dread- 

1 E 2 ful 

(a) Phil. iv. 11, 
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ful into defirable. ** Then welcome the day, 
** the happy hour, when I ſhall go where 
* my Jeſus is, and ſee him in his glory, 
* and be made like him, and enjoy him 
„ for ever.” 

Thus I have finiſhed what I propoſed, 
for the opening my text. All that further 
remains, is to make ſome APPLICATION. 
of it. As 

1. Shall our fouls ftill live when cur Bodies | 
die, and exiſt ſeparate from them in anotber 
world, either of bappineſs or miſery ; this 
ſhould teach us the worth of our ſouls above 
our bodies, and what folly, what madneſs it 
7s, to neglet the foul, and much more to ruin 
and deſtroy the ſoul, for the ſake of pleaſing the 
body. It was a notable ſaying of an old monk, 
which I have met with in a celebrated wri- 
ter 'b), that two ſorts of priſons would ſuit 
all the ſinners in the world; an inguiſition, 

and a bedlam ; for if any man denies the be- 

ing of a God, and the immortality of the 
ſoul, he is a deſperate heretic, he ſhould be 
put into the inquiſition, ſaid the monk. But 
if any man profeſſeth to believe theſe things, 
and yet allows himſelf in wickedneſs, he 
ſhould be put into bedlam. It is certainly 
the greateſt madneſs in the world, to believe 
that we have immortal ſouls that will outlive 
our bodies, and be either happy or miſerable, 
and extreamly ſo, while our bodies are dead 


(b) Vid. Tillotſon's works, Fel. I. pag. 26. Fol. Ed. 
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and ſenſeleſs in the grave; and yet lay out all 
our thoughts and cares about theſe bodies, 
and none, or however none to any purpoſe, 
about our fouls. Awake for ſhame, O 
drowly ſouls, remember you are made im- 
mortal ; and know the time is haſtening on 
it is near at hand, when it will be impoſſible 
for you to be thus ſtupid and ſlothful: when 
once you are parted from your bodies, you 
will then have a very lively remembrance of 
what you had been doing in this life, and a 
very cuich and feeling ſenſe, either of hap- 
pineſs or of miſery, which will laſt for ever, 
O firs, learn the worth of your ſouls above 
your bodies, prize them, and care for them 
accordingly. | 
2. Do the ſouls of men ſurvive their bo- 
dies, and do the fouls f good men go to Chriſt 
at death? this ſhould be improved to reconcile 
them to death, and to overcome their fear of | 
it. Death is a happy diſſolution, a moſt joy- 
ful exchange to true believers in Chriſt, if | 
their earthly houſe of this tabernacle be aiſ- | 
ſolved, they have a building of God, a better 
houſe in heaven, which they ſhall immedi- 
_ go. to. How — how glori- 
izing, will the change at death 
— to e one hour on earth ; the 
next in beaven, Now among men, ſur- 
rounded with weeping friends and relatives, 
on a dying bed; preſently among angel 
aud the /prrits of Juſt men mae perfect, = 
What | 
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what is better than all, with Chri/# their Ca- 


w0ur. One would think, a frequent me- 
ditation on this doctrine ſhould better re- 
concile the people of God to dying, than 
they often are reconciled to it. Unwilling- 
neſs to die is unbecoming a ſaint, and it diſ- 
covers a great weakneſs and imperfection in 
his graces. There is not, ſurely, that hatred 
of ſin in his heart, which there ſhould be, 
when he rather dreads, than deſires a compleat 
deliverance from it. His faith is but weak, 
if he can ſee any, ſuch charms in this world, 
as makes him deſirous of ſtaying here, ra- 
ther than of removing to the celeſtial Cana- 
an. And, ſurely, his love to Chriſt is much 
too cold, if he is loth to go where Jeſus is. 
Let him be loth to die, who is loth to be 
« with Chriſt. Said good old Cyprian. 
But an ardent. lover of Chriſt : ſhould ſhow 


no unwillingneſs to depart, and to be with 


him. Let us ſhame ourſelves, chriſtians, 
for our too great unwillingneſs to depart, and 
let us ſtrive to get above this poor low frame. 


O for a ſtronger faith, for a more lively hope, 


and for more fervent love to our glorified Re- 
deemer, then ſhould we long to be with him; 


and the paſſage through the gates of death 


would no longer affright us; then ſhould we 
ſay in a ſtrain. of holy triumph, O death 


where is thy ing? thanks be to God who grveth 


us the e over it, through Je eſus Chrift our 
Lerd. 
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Lord (c). Happy will it be for us, if ſuch 


ſhall be our frame, and theſe our aſſured 
hopes when we come to die. This, I can 
take upon me to aſſure you, is no enthu- 


flaſtick flight of fancy; but what hath been 


the real experience of many ſervants of God, 


of many ſober headed judicious chriſtians on 


their dying beds. 


Such was the comfortable and joyful frame, 


in which your late worthy paſtor finiſhed 
his mortal courſe. When in the laſt weeks 
of his weariſome pilgrimage he had re- 
ceived the ſentence of death in himſelf, he 
not only poſſeſſed his ſoul in patience under 
the preſſing infirmities of a decaying body, 
and with that meek and quiet ſubmiſſion 

to the will of God, for which he had all 
along been eminent under the various and 
tedious afflictions of his life; but, more than 
ſo, he rejoiced in the hope of the glory of 
God: for he knew, and could affuredly ſay, 
that he was going to- Chriſt and to a better 
world ; where he ſhould-feel pain no more, 
where he ſhould no more meet with trou- 
ble, and from whence fin and ſorrow are 
for ever baniſhed ; and where, we do not 
in the leaſt doubt, but he hath had the ap- 
probation of his heavenly maſter joytully 
confirmed to him, ell done thou good and 
faithful ſervant, after having ſerved him 1n 
the miniſtry of the Goſpel for more than 
Forty years. 


If 


(c) 1 Cor. xv. 555 57» 
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If any men are ſuppoſed to be ennobled 
by the worthy deeds of their parents or an- 


ceſtors, or by their ſufferings in a righteous 


cauſe; ſurely the deſcendants of eminent. 
ſaints, and faithful ſervants of God, have the 
beſt title to that honour, Such a title had 
our deceaſed friend; for both his grandfa- 
thers were worthy miniſters and confeflors in 
the cauſe of primitive iii, and ſuf- 
ferers for conſcience ſake * ; who, with a- 
bout two thouſand more, were obliged to 
quit their livings, at the fatal Bart lemew in 
1662 ; becauſe they could not comply with, 
the terms that were impoſed, not by the 
ofpel of Chriſt, but by the act of umformity. 
Us father, who had alſo ſuffered impriſon- 
ment for preaching the goſpel, was a learned 
divine and famous tutor, under whoſe inſtruc- 
tions, great numbers of young miniſters were 
formed for eminent ſervice in the churches 


a 


* Mr. Thomas Jollie, ejected from the living of Al- 
tham in Lancaſhire, where he had preached near thir- 
teen years, with great ſucceſs. After his ejectment he 
ſuffered fines and impriſonments over and over, for 
preaching the goſpel. Dr. Calamy fays, it would be 
endleſs to relate the particularities of his troubles, all 
which he endured with great patience to the laſt. 

Mr. James Fiſher, ejected from Sheffield in Yorkſhire, 
2 man of great piety and worth, and an excellent preach- 


er, and was an inſtrument of much in that popu- 


lous town. He -alſo ſuffered impriſonment more than 
once, in the ſame good cauſe, by means of which his 
health was much impaired. Vid. Dr. Calamy's ac- 

count of ejected Miniſters, Vol. III. p. 557. ol. II. 


p. 785. 
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of Chtiſt. As therefore Mr. Julie was 
bleſſed with ſuch a tutor, who, we may be 
ſure, would be peculiarly concerned for the 
improvement of his own fon, he had no 
doubt, ſpecial advantages in his education; 
for acquiring the proper furniture for the 
work of the tniniſtry, both as a ſcholar, and 
as a chriſtian: not did the ſucceſs diſappoint 
the expectations of his friends; for he entered 
on the miniſtry with good acceptance, and 
with very conſiderable applauſe. Some of 
the firſt years of his miniſtry were ſpent in 
aſſiſting the late Reverend Mr. Wadſworth, 
at Sheffield in Yorkſhire, in that church, of 
which Mr. Jolhe's father had been paſtor 
for many years; where he came to have a 
name for a preacher, and was greatly beloved 
and valued, ſo that his fame reached London 
and in the year 1720 he was invited by this 
church; to affiſt their paſtor, the late reve- 
rend and excellent Mr. Matthew Clarke, with 
whom he lived in great friendſhip for fix 
years. Upon Mr. Clarke's deceaſe, in March 
1726, Mr. Jallie was choſe, by a majority 
of the church, to ſucceed him in the paſto- 
ral office, to which he was ſolemnly fet apart 
in September following. And now you are 
witneſſes, and God alſo, how holily, and 
juſtly, and unblameably he hath behaved 
himſelf among you for theſe 7hrrty-ſeven 
years. In doctrine ſhowing uncorruptneſs, 
gravity, fincerity, _ ſpeech that W 
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be condemned. In his temper, approving 
himſelf a true and genuine diſciple of the 
meek and humble Jeſus, a follower of the 
Lamb of God, a miniſter of the goſpel of 
peace. I need not tell you, who have at- 
tended on his miniſtry, that the ſtrain of his 
preaching hath always been, to ſpeak the 
truth in love; not to blow up the fire of 
contention, but to raiſe the flame of divine 
love in the hearts of his hearers. Few have 
maintained a more inoffenſive behaviour. 
Few have gone off the ſtage of life with a 
more unblemiſhed character, than he hath 
done. When you have often been deprived 
of his labours in the pulpit for — toge · 
ther, by the frequent returns of a painful 
diſtemper with which he was afflicted from 
almoſt his youngeſt years, (and by means of 
which no doubt but his publick uſefulneſs 
hath been greatly obſtructed,) yet ſuch as vi- 
ſited and converſed with him in thoſe ſea- 
ſons of his confinement, might learn from 
him, and from his example, a very inſtruc- 
tive leſſon of patience and of quiet ſubmiſſi- 
on to the will of God. He ſaw the rod as 
in his father's hand. He conſidered his af- 
flictions not as judgments, but as trials, and 
he looked forward. by faith to the happy 
and glorious iflue of them. He would of- 
= on theſe occaſions repeat thoſe anima- 
ting words, 1 Pet. i. 8. That the trial of your 
FA * being much more Sb than of gold | 
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that periſbeth, though it be tried with fire, 
might be found unto praiſe, and honour, aud 
glory, at the appearing of Jeſus Cbriſt, whong, 
baving not ſeen, ye love, And though the 
pains of nature and other troubles that befel 
him, were ſometimes hard to bear, yet ne- 
ver did he faint in the day of adverſity ; but 
often would he encourage himſelf as St. 
Paul did, and ſay, I can do all things through 
Chrift which ftirengtheneth me. Phil. iv. 13. 
And now let me call upon you my friends in 
the words of the apoſtle, Heb, xiii. 7. To re- 
member them who bad the rule over you, who 
bave ſpoken unto you the word of God; and, as a 
motive and encouragement to follow their 
faith, to conſider the end of their converſation, 
the peaceful and comfortable end of an afflict- 
ed life. Such was the life, and ſuch the end 
of your late worthy paſtor. Prayers and 
praiſes were in a manner his conſtant em- 
—— when he had the free uſe of his 
ntellectual powers, during the weeks of his 
laſt ſickneſs. The two laſt nights were 
almoſt wholly ſpent in ſinging praiſes to his 
God and Saviour, though with a faint and 
feeble voice, yet with evident tokens of an 
elevated ſoul, enraptured with the flames of 
divine love. And ſo he made an eaſy tran- 
fit, from the imperfect praiſes of this world, 
to the perfect praiſes of heaven. His church 
hath loſt a faithful paſtor. His wife hath 


loſt an affectionate huſband, His g 


36 A Funeral Sermon - © + 

his only ſurviving child out of eight, a ten- 
der parent. His brethren in the miniſtry 
have lolt a prudent and peaceable fellow-la- 
bourer, companion, and friend. But he, 
we doubt not, hath gained an immortal 
crown of glory. 

And that now may elt a further 
uſe we ſhould make of this text and ſub- 
ject; which is, 

3. To. comſort us concerning the death of 
our chriſtian friends and relatives, of whom 
we have reaſon to hope, that they are fallen 
aſleep in Jeſus: for they are — loft, but 
only removed. Their ſouls, their beſt. part, 
lives ſtill ; they are gone to Chriſt. Happy 
ſouls! We would rejoice in their. advance- 
ment. It is common language when we 
are told of the death of a friend, © is he 
% dead? Poor man, or poor woman, I am 
* ſorry for it.” But why do we ſay, poor 
man, or poor woman? Methinks it is impro- 
per language, when applied to a departed 
ſaint. They have got their diſmiſſion. Fhey 
defired to - —4awy and to be with Chriſt, and 
they have their defire ; they are with him. 
Methinks we ſhould not weep for them, but 
rather for ourſelves and for our children. 
Poor we are ſtill left in this vale of tears, 
oppreſſed with a thouſand evils, and ſur- 
rounded with dangers on every ſide. We 
muſt fight on our way ſtill, and God only 
knows when our reſting · day will come, 

| How- 
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However, it cannot be long firſt ; that may 
be our comfort. It can be but a few ſtruggles 
more againſt fin, and death will decide the 
victory in our favour. A few ſteps more, 
and we ſhall get to our journey's end, and 
then bleſſed are the dead, who die in the Lord, 
for they reſt from their labours. I will cloſe 
all with a ſentence of the pious biſhop Leigh - 
ton, with which he concludes a letter to a 
friend. © Good night is all I add, for 
« whatever hour this comes to your hand, 
J belieye you are as ſenſible as I, it is 
te ſtill night. The comfort is, it is drawi 
* towards the bright morning, which will 
% make amends. Your weary fellow-pil- 
„ grim”, | 


THE END, 


